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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MINES BRANCH FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1928. 

(Andrew A. Millar, Chief Inspector) 

There were produced during the year a total of 7,334,179 tons of 
coal, of which 1,409,475 tons were sold for consumption in the 
Province of Alberta, 2,422,729 tons in other Provinces in Canada, 
52,265 tons for consumption in the ITnited States, 3,054,239 tons 
were sold to railroad companies, 22,882 tons were used making 
briquettes, 240,431 tons were used under colliery boilers, 7,106 
tons were used by colliery railroads, 58,039 tons were put to stock, 
and 119,998 tons were put on the waste heap. 

In addition to the coal mined, 53,768 tons of shale were mined 
from which 21,375,961 bricks were made; during the year there were 
also 140 tons of bituminous sands produced. 

It will be noted that the production for the year was 397,399 
tons greater than for the year 1927, also that it was the largest 
output ever produced in the Province. 

There were in operation during the year 1928, 1 shale mine and 
2 open pits producing shale for brick-making; also 284 coal mines, 
Of the latter 14 were opened, 9 re-opened, and 42 abandoned. In 
addition to the mines abandoned, there were 34 closed temporarily, 
leaving 247 mines in operation at December 31, 1928. 

Several changes took place in the staff of The Mines Branch 
during the year. Mr. John T. Stirling, who had been Chief Inspec¬ 
tor of Mines since 1910, resigned this position on March 31st, 
owing to ill-health. I was appointed to the position on November 
1, 1928. 

There were two changes in the staff of District Inspectors. On 
February 15th, Mr. John Crawford resigned to take the position as 
manager with the McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., at 
Coleman, being succeeded by Mr. W. G. Heeley, with headquarters 
at Blairmore. On September 17th, Mr. M. Cranston, with head¬ 
quarters at Drumheller, resigned to accept the position as manager 
at the Murray Collieries, Ltd., East Coulee, being succeeded by Mr. 
A. B. Hunter, with headquarters at Drumheller. 

In addition to the regular inspections of mines, all serious and 
fatal accidents have been investigated, and all inquests have been 
attended. 

Examinations for certificates of competency as coal miners 
have been conducted throughout the Province, there having been 
2,466 certificates issued during the year, making a total of 9,946. 

In all bituminous mines that are dry and dusty, rock-dusting 
with crushed limestone has been continuously carried on. 

Samples of mine air have been taken at intervals in different 
mines by the inspectors in addition to tests made by Burrell Gas 
detectors. These samples were forwarded to the Department of 
Mines, Ottawa, for analysis. 

Samples of coal dust have been collected and forwarded to the 
Scientific and Industrial Research Council of Alberta, for analysis 
for combustible contents, also for screen tests for fineness. Samples 
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of rock dust have also been collected and forwarded and tested for 
silica content. 

In addition, samples of coal have been collected and forwarded 
to the Council for analysis. 

There has been a considerable increase in the use of purchased 
electrical power by the mines in the Province, this having now 
reached a total of 22,416,009 k.w. hours, distributed as follows: 

There were used in mines in the Edmonton Area, 1,032,460 k.w. 
hours, which power was purchased from the City of Edmonton. In 
the Crow’s Nest Area, there were 18,211,400 k.w. hours used, the 
power being purchased from the East Kootenay Power Co., Ltd., 
which power is furnished from their hydro-electric plant located 
at Bull River, B.C. In the Drumheller area, there were 2,559,443 
k.w. hours used, which power was purchased from the Union Power 
Co., Ltd., of Drumheller. This plant has also supplied 156,000 k.w. 
hours to mines in the Carbon area, and 13,600 hours to mines at 
Big Valley. There were 367,266 k.w. hours purchased from the 
City of Lethbridge and used by mines in the Lethbridge area. In 
the Redcliff area 76,420 k.w. hours were used, which power was 
purchased from the City of Medicine Hat. 

There were 55 prosecutions instituted for contraventions of the 
provisions of The Mines Act, 49 of which were successful, 4 being 
unsuccessful and 2 withdrawn, the one as the defendant had left 
the district, and the other as he had been convicted on another 
charge the same day. 

There were 11,473 persons employed during the month of 
December, 1928, which was a decrease of 156 from the number 
employed during the month of December, 1927. 
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ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF COAL FROM MINES IN THE 
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 

The following table is taken from a report prepared by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics and published in “Coal Statistics 
for Canada” for the year 1927: 


Calendar Year 

Short tons 

Value 


43,220 

74,152 





115,124 

183,354 

179,640 


97,364 


128,753 

174,131 




460,605 

586,260 


230,070 


184,940 

473,827 

382,526 

581,832 


169,885 


209,162 

1897 

242,163 

630,408 


315,088 

787,720 


309,600 


311,450 

778,625 

850,687 

1901 

340,275 


403,819 

960,601 

1,117,541 

1,404,524 

1,993,915 


495,893 

1904 

661,732 


931,917 


1,246,360 

2,614,762 

3,836,286 

4,127,311 

4,838,109 

7,065,736 

3,979,264 

8,113,525 

1907 

1,591,579 

1,685,661 

1908 

1909 

1,994,741 

1910 

2,894,469 

1911 

1,511,036 

1912 

3,240,577 

1913 

4,014,755 

10,418,941 

1914 

3,683,015 

3,360,818 

4,559,054 

4,736,368 

9,350,392 

8,283,079 

11,386,677 

14,153,685 

20,537,287 

18,205,205 

30,186,933 

27,246,514 

24,351,913 

28,018,303 

18,884,318 

20,021,484 

20,886,103 

21,982,058 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

5,972,816 

4,933,660 

6,907,765 

1919 

1920 

1921 

5,909,217 

5,990,911 

6,854,397 

1922 

1923 

1924 

5,189,729 

5,869,031 

6,503,705 

6,934,162 

1925 

1926 

1927 


Total. 

101,200,534 

$331,508,080 



NOTE: Production quantities and values prior to 1919 refer to sales and 
colliery consumption. For 1919, 1920, 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, 
1925, 1926 and 1927, mine output figures are given. 
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ANTHRACITE COAL INTO ONTARIO, MANITOBA, SASKATCHEWAN AND ALBERTA BY KINDS AND GRADES 
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The following tables show the quantity of coal in tons, entered for consumpti 
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The following table shows the quantity of coke imported into Canada 
during the years 1926, 1927 and 1928 through ports in the Provinces, 
compiled from information received from the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics:_ 


Province 

1926 

1927 

1928 

l 

Prince Edward Island . 

27 

54 

24 

Nova Scotia . 

5,826 

5,817 

12,156 

New Brunswick . 

1,458 

1,338 i 

1,437 

Quebec . 

1 93,648 

97,859 

115,347 

Ontario . 

; 869,000 

649,165 ! 

912,794 

Manitoba . 

16,381 

16,055 

15,359 

Saskatchewan . 



20 

Alberta . 




British Columbia . 

1,695 

1,947 

1,744 

Total . 

988,034 

772,235 

1 

1,058,881 

1 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF ALBERTA, 1927 AND 1928 


Prepared in the Mining, Metallurgical & Chemical Branch, Ottawa, Canada. 



1927 j 

j *1928 


| Quantity | 

Value 

Quantity | 

Value 

Gold, fine, ounces . 

Silver, fine, ounces . 

Bituminous sands, tons.. 

Coal, tons . 

Natural gas, M. cu. ft... 

Petroleum, Brls. 

Salt, tons . 

42! 

4 

2,706 

6,934,162 

13,434,621 

318,741; 

100 

$ 868 
3 

10,824 

21,982,058 

3,586,533 

1,185,948 

1,300 

68 

7 

94 

7,335,489 

14,337,115; 

488,268 

$ 1,406 

4 

374 

23,517,988 

3,391,212 

1,787,807 

Clay products and other 
structural materials: 
Cement, Brls. 

601,699 

1,303,880 

889,358 

46,947 

834,067 

1,732,582 

1,486,860 

69,588 

Clay products . 

Lime, tons . 

4,57l! 

1,392,752 

3,367 

6,680 

Sand and gravel, tons 
Stone, tons . 

293,674 

7,830 

1,490,644 

4,222) 

I 359,228 
' 20,732 

1 



Total. 


$29,309,223 


$32,367,781 





'Subject to revision. 
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The following table gives particulars with reference to the coal 
mining industry in the Province of Alberta during the year ending 
December 31, 1928. 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS 


Number of short tons of coal produced . 

Number of short tons of Briquettes produced . 

Number of short tons of Coke produced . 

Number of short tons of Shale produced . 

Number of Bricks sold . 

Number of Coal Mines in operation during the year . 

Number of Shale mines in operation during the year . 

Number of Shale pits in operation during the year . 

Number of mines opened during the year . 

Number of mines re-opened during the year . 

Number of mines abandoned during the year . 

Number of mines closed but not abandoned . 

Number of mines in operation at December 31, 1928 . 

148 mines or 52.04% of the total operating produced 0.81% 
of the output. 

60 mines or 21.11% of the total operating produced 1.73% 
of the output. 

11 mines or 3.88% of the total operating produced 1.11% 
of the output. 

29 mines or 10.29% of the total operating produced 10.72% 
of the output. 

13 mines or 4.58% of the total operating produced 13.12% 
of the output. 

11 mines or 3.88% of the total operating produced 20.51% 
of the output. 

5 mines or 1.767c of the total operating produced 17.067c 
of the output. 

6 mines or 2.117c of the total operating produced 27.657c 
of the output. 

1 mine or ,357c of the total operating produced 7.40% 
of the output. 

Average number of persons employed below ground . 

Average number of persons employed above ground . 

Number of separate accidents causing loss of life. 

Number of deaths caused by accidents above ground . 

Number of deaths caused by accidents below ground . 

Number of serious accidents above ground . 

Number of serious accidents below ground . 

Number of slight accidents above ground . 

Number of slight accidents below ground . 

Number of persons prosecuted under The Mines Act. 

Number of provisional certificates (overmen) issued m 1928.... 
Number of Certificates of Competency as Coal Miners issued 

in 1928 . 

Number of Third Class Certificates issued in 1928. 

Number of Second Class Certificates issued in 1928 . 

Number of First Class Certificates issued in 1928 . 

Number of Mine Surveyors’ Certificates issued in 1928. 

Total number of Third Class Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 1928 
Total number of Second Class Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 

1928 . 

Total number of First Class Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 1928 
Total number of Mine Surveyors' Certificates issued to Dec. 31, 
1928 . 

Total number of Interchange of First Class Certificates issued 

to December 31, 1928 . 

Total number of Certificates of Competency as Coal Miners 
issued to December 31. 1928 . 


53,403 

21,257,336 

284 


6.625 

2,871 

27 


2,466 

41 

7 


380 

223 

179 

4 

9,946 
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In the following tables the short ton of 2,000 lbs. is used in all cases: 


Year 

Output in tons 
for N.W.T. 
(Alta. & Sask.) 

Output in tons 
Alberta 

1 

1901 

I 

346,649 

1 

1902 

510,674 


1903 

622,939 


1904 

782,931 


1905 


811,228 

1906 


1,385,000 

1907 


1,834,745 

1908 


1,845,000 

1909 


2,174,329 

1910 


3,036,757 

1911 


1,694,564 

1912 | 


3,446,349 

1913 1 


4,306,346 

1914 


3,821,739 

1915 


3,434,891 

1916 


4,648,604 

1917 


4,863,414 

1918 


6,148,620 

1919 


5,022,412 

1920 


6,908,923 

1921 


5,937,195 

1922 


5,976,432 

1923 


6,866,923 

1924 


5,203,713 

1925 


5,883,394 

1926 


6,508,908 

1927 


6,936,780 

1928 | 

1 


7,334,179 
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Total output of COAL and BRIQUETTES c 










20 


THE MINES BRANCH 

































How total output of DOMESTIC Coal from the Province was disposed of by months during 1928: 
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Amount of Coal produced by years from 1924 to 1928 inclusive: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 



SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


Coalspur . 

Pekisko . 

Saunders . 

506,050 

121 

4,549 

6,499 

68,546 

488,403 

86469 

402,259 

504,987 

2473 

83,718 

645,370 

2,189 

89426 

Total . 

585,765 

581,835 

490,371 

595,190 

740,498 

BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 

Mountain Park . 

Nordegpr . 

28M97 

173*57£ 
1,182.30C 

125,285 

1,452^061 

806,500 

199,015 

130,611 

290,212 

1,443,066 

236,617 

283,587 

1,639,343 

975,584 

241,764 

Total.| 1,521,288 

2,145,200 

2,858,508 

2,984,419 

3,215,481 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE PROVINCE. 



PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE DOMESTIC 
COAL FIELD. 



PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE SUB- 
BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD. 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THfe BITUMINOUS 
COAL FIELD. 



PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE ANTHRACITE 
COAL FIELD. 



The table showing the number of men employed in the Anthracite Coal Field includes 
employees at the briquetting plant. There has been no anthracite coal produced since 


During the year 1909 a strike, affecting all the larger mines in the Province, lasted 


During the year 1911 a strike, affecting all the larger mines in the Province, lasted 
for a period of eight months. 

During the year 1917 a strike, affecting all the larger mines in the Province, lasted 
for a period of three months. 
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Per Capita Production of Mines by Areas: 


nr>iwwa r rTr coir, TPTTCT.n 




BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD. 
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Amount of Mine Timber used during the year: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD. 



SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD. 
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Number of tons of coal produced per pound of Explosive used for 
blasting coal: 


DOMESTIC COAL FIELD. 




SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD. 


Coalspur 
Pekisko 
Pincher . 
Saunders 


BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD. 
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Estimated number of Shots fired for blasting coah 


DOMESTIC COAL FIELD. 
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Number of Miss-fire Shots recorded in blasting 
Province: 


DOMESTIC COAL FIELD. 


the 
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Estimated number of Shots fired for blasting rock in Coal Mines 
in the Province: 
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ELECTRICITY 

The rules for the Installation and Use of Electricity in or about 
mines require a return to be made to the Department on or before 
January 15th of each year, giving size, type and any other particu¬ 
lars which may be required of electrical apparatus in use above 
and below ground. According to the returns received from the 
different mines electricity was used in 70 different mines in 1928. 
A summary of these returns regarding the horse-power of electrical 
apparatus'in use is given below: 



A closer estimate of the extent to which electricity is used in 
the different areas may be made by considering the number of tons 
of coal raised per electrical horse-power employed in all mines under 
The Mines Act. The following table will give this information. 


TONS OF COAL PER ELECTRICAL HORSE-POWER EMPLOYED. 
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Number of tons produced per accident: 
DOMESTIC COAL MINES. 
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FATAL ACCIDENTS DURING 1928. 

Joseph Wasileoski, miner, January 3rd, in the mine operated by the 
Brazeau Collieries, Ltd., Nordegg; caused through being struck by run¬ 
away cars. He was standing in the entrance to slope, when a trip of 
empty cars, being lowered on the slope, became detached from the rope 
and running down the slope were derailed at the switch, throwing the car 
against him. The car crushed him against a timber, causing fractured 
pelvis, extensive lacerations of the perineum, punctuate wound of the 
abdomen and internal injuries, from the effects of which he died within 
two hours. 

Dan Vuich, miner, January 30th, in the mine operated by the Blue 
Diamond Coal Co., Ltd., Brule Mines; caused through a fall of rock. He 
was working at the face of room high level when a fall of rock struck 
him on the left leg, causing a compound fracture, necessitating amputa¬ 
tion. He was sent to the Royal Alexandra Hospital, Edmonton, where 
he died on February 1st from the effects of shock. 

Kos Patrick, miner, February 6th, in the mine operated by the North 
American Collieries, Ltd., Coalhurst; caused through being run over by 
a loaded mine car. He was driving a horse, when in some manner he 
fell in front of the car, which was pulled on top of him. Fracture at the 
base of the skull and internal injuries, from the effects of which he died 
on February 17th. 

Frederick G. Scott, timberman, February 16th, in the mine operated 
by the McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., near Coleman; caused 
through a fall of coal. He was placing timber when a fall of coal 
occurred, striking him on the back, knocking him down, his face striking 
the floor. Head bruised, face cut and internal injuries, from the effects 
of which he died in the hospital on February 25th. 

James Halhead, miner, February 20th, in the mine operated by the 
Lakeside Coals, Ltd., near Wabamun; caused through a fall of coal and 
gravel. He was Standing at the entrance to a cross-cut off the main 
entry when a driver was hauling a trip of empty cars. The last car 
became derailed, knocking out the bridge stick, which allowed the roof 
to cave, burying him with coal and gravel. He was dead when taken out 
some four hours later. 

J. Odrech, driver, February 21st, in the mine operated by the Moun¬ 
tain Park Collieries, Ltd., Mountain Park; caused through his falling in 
front of a trip of loaded timber trucks. He was driving a horse hauling 
a trip of loaded timber trucks and fell in front of the trip, the first truck 
being pulled on top of him. He was found under the truck. Fractured 
skull and thigh, also internal injuries, from the effects of which he died 
at Edson, while being conveyed to the hospital in Edmonton. 

E. W. Wood, railway car handler, February 22nd, at the mine operated 
by the Brazeau Collieries, Ltd., Nordegg; caused through his being caught 
in a capstan winch. He was in charge of a capstan winch, operated by 
electricity, hauling railway cars at the tipple, and in trying to guide 
the rope on the drum had his hand caught, and he was drawn around the 
drum. Right arm torn from body, neck and right knee fractured. He 
was dead when released from the drum. 

Walter Bramley, miner, February 28th, in the mine operated by 
Joseph H. Oliphant, Carbon; caused through a fall of rock. He was work¬ 
ing at the face of room, off the counter entry, taking down rock when a 
large piece of rock fell striking him on the back. First lumbar verte¬ 
brae crushed, from the effects of which he died in the hospital at Calgary 
on June 22nd. 

Wm. S. Davis, craneman, April 4th, at the mine operated by the Coal 
Valley Mining Co., Ltd., Coal Valley, A.C.B.; caused through his being 
caught by a land slide. He was working as a craneman on a steam 
shovel, which was stripping the surface above the coal seam, when the 
bank slid and he was caught and crushed between the house and shovel 
machinery, causing instant death. 

John Eno, examiner, April 24th, in the mine operated by the New¬ 
castle Coal Co., Ltd., Drumheller; caused through being struck on the 
head by the bucket in the shaft. He was at the bottom of the shaft 
which was being sunk to the lower seam, when the bucket was being 
hoisted to the surface. He stepped across the shaft, when the bucket 
dropped back, striking him on the head, crushing him to the bottom of 
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the shaft. Both legs fractured and internal injuries, from the effects of 
which he died about half an hour later in the hospital, from shock. 

E. K. Trafford, miner, April 26th, in the mine operated by the 
Mountain Park Collieries, Ltd., Mountain Park; caused through asphyxia¬ 
tion. He was working at the face of No. 2 west counter entry, and for 
some unknown reason wandered into the face of No. 63 raise off the main 
entry, where he was found dead. Death was caused through asphyxiation 
from C.H.4. 

K. Shimizer, miner, May 3rd, in the mine operated by the North 
American Collieries, Ltd., Evansburg; caused through his being struck 
on the head by a piece of trolley guard. He was riding out to the shaft 
on a storage battery electric locomotive and struck his head against a 
piece of trolley guard, causing him to fall off and in front of the locomo¬ 
tive. Head injured, right arm broken at elbow, ribs bruised on right 
side, from the effects of which he died one hour later. 

M. Koziec, miner, May 16th, in the mine operated by the International 
Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., Coleman; caused through a fall of rock in pillar 
workings. He was taking down cap rock, a piece of which fell, striking 
him on the leg, knocking him down, his head striking a prop. Compound 
fracture right leg below knee, laceration of scalp, injury to shoulder. He 
died 18 hours later from shock and loss of blood. 

Mike A. Morris, driver, June 12th, in the mine operated by the C.P.R., 
Department of Natural Resources, Hardieville, near Lethbridge; caused 
through his being kicked by a horse. He was driving a horse hauling 
empty cars, and was found sitting by the side of the track in an uncon¬ 
scious condition, the cars being derailed. A post mortem disclosed that 
the main artery between the heart and liver had been severed by a 
fractured rib. The coroner’s jury gave as their verdict that he had been 
kicked by the horse, causing the injuries from which he died. 

Gideon Light, miner, June 21st, in the mine operated by The Foothills 
Collieries, Ltd., at Foothills, A.C.B.; caused through his being struck by 
a track tie on the slope. He was working along with other men repairing 
the main slope track. Two men were bringing a tie down the slope when 
they lost control of the timber about 230 feet from the bottom, and it 
slipped, striking Light on the leg and knocking him down, his head 
striking the floor, into some water. Fracture of frontal bone of skull, 
compound fracture of right leg, from the effects of which he died on 
being brought to the surface. 

L. L. Johnson, foreman, August 15th, at the mine operated by the 
Eastern Alberta Coal Mines, Ltd., at Dodds; caused through the premature 
ignition of dynamite. He had gone to the magazine for some dynamite 
to blast the overburden above the coal in the strip pit. In some unknown 
manner the dynamite exploded while he was carrying it under his coat. 
There were three holes in the lower part of his body on the left side, also 
injuries to his left arm. He died about one hour after the accident. 

Meredith Rowden, miner, September 11th, in the mine operated by 
the Midland Coal Mining Co., Ltd., at Midlandvale, near Drumheller; 
caused by a fall of rock in pillar workings. He was working at the face 
of pillar when a heavy fall of rock occurred burying him and causing 
instant death. His partner received injuries to his head and shoulder. 

Steve Yavorek, miner, October 6th, in the mine operated by the 
Luscar Collieries, Ltd., at Luscar; caused through his being struck by a 
runaway trip on the slope. He was working on the main slope clearing 
up a cave. A trip of empty cars, which were being hoisted up the slope, 
broke away when near the top, and running down the slope struck him 
before he could get clear. Body crushed, the shock causing instant death. 

Frank Kaufman, miner, October 11th, in the mine operated by the 
Superior Grade Coal Co., Ltd., near Wayne; caused through a fall of rock. 
He was working at the face of entry when a fall of rock occurred, strik¬ 
ing him on the back, causing fracture of the spine. He died in the hos¬ 
pital in Calgary on October 15th. 

Wm. Semcluk, timberman, October 29th, in the mine operated by the 
McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., near Coleman; caused through 
a fall of rock while replacing timber. He was putting up timber on the 
main slope where a cave had occurred, when a large piece of rock fell 
from the roof, striking him. Fractured thigh and pelvis with lacerations, 
from the effects of which he died four hours later. 
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Frank Pesko, driver, November 8th, in the mine operated by the 
Majestic Mines, Ltd., Taber; caused through falling in front of a loaded 
trip of mine cars. He was driving a horse hauling a trip of loaded cars, 
and was riding on the first car, which became derailed at the switch. 
He was thrown under the car, causing fracture of the skull, jaw and 
neck, resulting in instant death. 

James Holmes, bratticeman, November 9th, in the mine operated by 
the West Canadian Collieries, Ltd., Bellevue; caused through being crushed 
between loaded car and side of entry. He erected brattice near the face 
of gangway, and was standing on a ladder. The miner pushed out a 
loaded car, which struck the ladder, causing Holmes to fall between the 
car and a pipe line on the side of entry. Crushed abdomen and thigh, 
double fracture of the pelvis, from the effects of which he died in the 
hospital on November 27th. 

John Ellswith, surface laborer, November 13th, in the mine operated 
by the Alberta Block Coal Co., Ltd., Drumheller; caused through his 
falling down the shaft. He intended putting a mine car onto the cage at the 
surface landing and omitted to see where the cage was. The cage at the 
time was at the shaft bottom; the car went down the shaft, he falling 
with it and onto the top of the cage; killed instantly. 

George Lothian and John Labdek, miners, November 17th, in the 
mine operated by the International Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., Coleman; 
caused through asphyxiation by C.H.4. They were working on No. 188 
chute off “A” level; the examiner, W. W. Nelson, while in their place, 
told them he was going into No. 187, which had been fenced off on ac¬ 
count of C.H.4, and that he would be back. Nelson went into No. 187 
and collapsed, and it is believed that Lothian and Labdek, through his not 
returning, went to look for him and became overcome. It would appear 
that they found Nelson, and were endeavoring to bring him out of the 
gas when they collapsed. Artificial respiration was applied to all three, 
but Lothian and Labdek did not respond. Nelson recovered after some 
considerable time. 

Thomas Clark, driver, November 19th, in the mine operated by the 
Elgin Coal Co., Ltd., Drumheller; caused through falling in front of a 
loaded car. He was driving a horse hauling a loaded car on the main 
entry, which was on a down-grade. He apparently failed to place 
sufficient sprags in the wheels, and in attempting to stop the car he fell, 
the car running on top of him. Bruised thigh, leg and foot, also internal 
injuries, from the effects of which he died in the hospital on November 
21st. 

Matthew Hall, timber packer boss, December 22nd, in the mine oper¬ 
ated by the Cadomin Coal Co., Ltd., Cadomin; caused through his being 
crushed between a prop and a hoist. He was engaged supervising the 
removal of a hoist engine, using a block and tackle. The rope had been 
removed to place on a post lower down the raise. He was standing on 
the hoist, which slipped, and he was crushed between the hoist and a 
prop, causing instant death. 

The following accident occurred in a shale mine: 

David Kerr, miner, August 9th, in the shale mine operated by the 
Redcliff Pressed Brick Co., Ltd., Redcliff; caused through his being caught 
by a fall of rock. He was squaring down the face of the place after a 
shot had been fired, when a large piece of rock fell from the face, knocking 
him down. Right arm fractured and internal injuries, from the effects 
of which he died 1 % hours later. 
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Accidents as they occurred by months during the year 1928: 



Accidents occurring in the Province above and below ground 
during the year 1928: 
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Accidents occurring in the Province above and below ground for 
the year 1928, classified according to the area in which they 
occurred: 
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LIST OF PROSECUTIONS UNDER THE MINES ACT DURING THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1928—(Co 
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Champion ... 
Lethbridge . 


Coalsptir 
Pembina .. 


West Crs. Nt... 


Cascade ... 
East Cros. 
Nordegg .. 


Domesti 

Domesti 

Domesti 

Domesti 


Domesti 

Domesti 


J. B. deHart, 
Lethbridge, Alta. 
’ No. 3325. 


Thos. Horne, 

Edson, Alta. 

Tele. 35, Residence. 


Moses Johnson, 


W. G. Heeley, 
Blairmore, Alta 
Tele. No. 70. 


Tele. No. 413. 













THE MINES BRANCH 


BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 

The constitution of the Board during the year 1928 was as follows: 

As representing: 

(a) The Mine Inspectorate: 

James A. Richards, Acting Chief Inspector of Mines. 

(b) Managers: 

Norman Fraser, Robert Livingstone. 

(c) Working Miners: 

William Lammie, Evan Morgan. 

Secretary: Jas. A. Richards. 

Examinations were held during the year as follows: For First and 
Second Class Certificates of Competency on June 6, 7, and 8, at Blair- 
more, Edmonton, Lethbridge, Drumheller, Nordegg and Cadomin. 

For Third Class Certificates of Competency at Blairmore, Canmore, 
Cadomin, Edmonton, Lethbridge and Drumheller on May 8th. 

For Mine Surveyors’ Certificates of Competency on June 8, at Leth¬ 
bridge, Edmonton and Cadomin. 

Nineteen candidates presented themselves for examination for First 
Class Certificates, of whom three were successful. Thirteen candidates 
presented themselves for examination for Second Class Certificates, of 
whom seven were successful. Fifty-three candidates presented them¬ 
selves for examination for Third Class Certificates, of whom 45 were 
successful. Three candidates presented themselves for Mine Surveyors’ 
Certificates, of whom none were successful. 
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The following is a list of names of persons to whom Final Cer¬ 
tificates of Competency under The Mines Act, were granted during 
the year 1928: 

_ FIRST CLASS. _ 


Name 

Address 

Cert. 1 
No. 1 

Date of 
Issue 

Wilson, William . 

Edmonton .| 

72 

18- 7-28 

Whittaker, William C. 

Nordegg . 

74 

29- 7-28 

Yates, Frank . 

Michel, B.C. 

1 | 

73 

29- 7-28 


SECOND CLASS. 


Davey, George . 

Rosedale . 

209 

29- 7-28 

Martin, Henry, Sr. 

Saunders . 

203 

29- 2-28 

Millar David . 

Mercoal . 

204 

19- 7-28 

Miller, John K. 

Drumheller (Duplicate).... 

210 

24-11-28 

Rappel, Thomas . 

Canmore . 

206 

19- 7-28 

Smith, Terence . 

Beverly . 

205 

19- 7-28 

Talbot, W. J 

Clover Bar . 

207 

29- 7-28 

Thackray, Fred . 

Lethbridge . 

208 

29- 7-28 


THIRD CLASS. 


Aitken, William . 

Mountain Park . 

668 

24- 3-28 

Allanby, Charles H. 

Foothills . 

679 

19- 7-28 

Armstrong, Alex. 

Drumheller . 

697 

16- 8-28 

Burton, James . 

Edmonton . 

670 

19- 7-28 

Brown, William . 

Canmore . 

676 

19- 7-28 

Bradshaw, James . 


690 

16- 8-28 

Bailey, Leonard H. 

Coalhurst . 

699 

16- 8-28 

Brodereck, Frederick . 

Drumheller . 

702 

24-10-28 

Cumberford, James . 

Drumheller . 

672 

19- 7-28 

Cartledge, George F. 

Aerial . 

673 

19- 7-28 

Carmichael, Malcolm . 

Canmore . 

684 

1- 8-28 

Dixon, John 0. 

High River . 

698 

16- 8-28 

Horne, Thomas, Jr. 

Luscar . 

687 

1- 8-28 

Hart, James J. 

Coleman . 

692 

16- 8-28 

Hall, Robert . 

Canmore . 

703 

24-11-28 

Jones, Elias . 

Coleman . 

680 

1- 8-28 

Johnson, Thomas . 

Drumheller . 

696 

16- 8-28 

Lazzarotto, Peter . 

Picture Butte . 

682 

1- 8-28 

Lammie, Robert . 

Beverly . 

694 

16- 8-28 

Metcalfe, Joseph W. 

Drumheller . 

666 

16- 1-28 

Musgrove, Henry B. 

Canmore . 

674 

19- 7-28 

Muncy, Howard C. 

(Foreman . 

693 

16- 8-28 

McCormack, Angus D. 

Castoij . 

675 

19- 7-28 

Macaulay, John C. 

Coalhurst . 

678 

19- 7-28 

MacDonald, Clyde P. 

Bellevue . 

685 j 

1- 8-28 

Niskanen, Herman . 

Canmore . 

671 

19- 7-28 

Powell, John E. 

Newcastle Mine P.0. 

700 

22- 8-28 

Ray, William J. 

Hillcrest . 

669 

22- 4-28 

Rees, Ernest. 

Hillcrest . 

686 

1- 8-28 

Rochester, John J. 

Carbon . 

689 

1- 8-28 

Rolfe, Emrys . 

Hillcrest . 

691 

16- 8-28 

Russell, William C. 

Drumheller . 

705 

24-11-28 

Stewart, George W. 

Nordegg . 

667 

16- 1-28 

Shandruk, Henry K. 

Edmonton . 

695 

16- 8-28 

Steven, Robert . 

Banif 

701 

22- 8-28 

Thomson, William . 

Edmonton . 

683 

1- 8-28 

Thomas, Edward J. 

Drumheller . 

706 

24-11-28 

Unsworth, Robert J. 


704 

24-11-28 

White, Harry J. 

Coalhurst . 

677 

19- 7-28 

Woollney, Karl 

(Bellevue . 

| 681 

1- 8-28 

Wiltse, Donald H j 

Forestburg . 

| 688 

I 

1- 8-28 
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